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Sample 1 Grade Nine 
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Sample 1 (cont’d) Grade Nine 

Discussion: Written as a letter, this sample demonstrates an interesting retrospective point of view. The structure is consistent 

with a letter, and the first paragraph serves as an introduction to the topic. Each paragraph addresses a specific issue that is part 

of the general topic outlined at the beginning. There are examples and details that add to the overall content and keep the piece 

flowing. The conclusion starts out well, connecting back to the “good decisions”, but then drifts to new topics not mentioned 

before.  The piece has voice throughout, and a sense of urgency that engages the reader. There are, however, a number of con-

vention errors (spelling, sentence structure, punctuation, and grammar) that do impede meaning at times. 

                APPROACHING STANDARDS 

Rubric qualities: 

- Content is developed to enhance meaning and effect for a specific audience and purpose 
- Content generates reader’s interest 
- Content is clearly conveyed 
- Topic is focused and maintained 
- Main ideas and supporting details work together to advance the piece 
- Specific supporting details and/or examples increase the clarity of the piece  
- Introduction establishes key ideas 
- Sustains connections between key ideas and supporting details; structure is consistent 
-  Follows organizational structure of specific format  
- Voice is evident 
- Writing creates a tone that reflects feelings/emotions consistent with topic  
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Sample 2 Grade Nine 
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Sample 2 (cont’d) Grad Nine 

Discussion:  This sample is a clearly organized opinion piece, using the movie Dead Poets Society as a source for exam-

ples. The introduction clearly states the topic (people who influence you) and the key points (teachers, parents, peers). 

Each key point has a paragraph that expands the idea, and gives details and an example from the movie. The conclusion 

restatements the topic and the key points. Technically, except for the spelling and  other convention errors, it is well 

done. However, there is a lack of voice in the piece, and there is not a lot to keep the reader engaged. Even the opinions 

are lacking in persuasion and don’t really make the reader think about the piece. Even though the piece is well-

structured and follows the format for the genre, the content lacks depth. 

          APPROACHING STANDARDS 

Rubric qualities: 

- Topic is focused and maintained 
- Main ideas and supporting details work together to advance the piece 
- Introduction establishes key ideas 
- Sustains connections between key ideas and supporting details; structure is consistent 
- Conclusion is a summary of main ideas, key points, and/or arguments  
-  Follows organizational structure of specific format  
- Uses language that is clear, varied, and specific, and appropriate for the intended audience 
- Uses a variety of more complex sentence structures  
- Consistently uses correct capitalization  
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Sample 3 Grade Nine 
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Sample 3 (cont’d) Grade Nine 

Discussion:  This sample  is an opinion piece and follows a regular five paragraph essay layout. The introduction states the top-

ic, and provides the three key points for discussion. Each paragraph takes one of the key points and expands on it with details 

and examples. Both the content and organization are good. The author seems to be trying to present a voice that is, at times, 

hard to sustain. There are a number of small grammar errors that indicate this might not be the way the author regularly 

writes (“your goals shall be achieved”, “if not from skill but from hard work”, “work hard at your work place”); there is also the 

Longfellow quote in the conclusion that is not identified or credited. The consistent misspelling of “wether”, and missed apos-

trophes and other small convention errors do interfere with the flow of the piece, as do the run-on sentences. 

           APPROACHING STANDARDS 

Rubric qualities: 

- Content is developed to enhance meaning and effect for a specific audience and purpose 
- Content is clearly conveyed 
- Topic is focused and maintained 
- Main ideas and supporting details work together to advance the piece 
- Introduction establishes key ideas 
- Sustains connections between key ideas and supporting details; structure is consistent 
- Conclusion is a summary of main ideas, key points, and/or arguments  
-  Follows organizational structure of specific format  
- Uses precise and effective vocabulary specific to the content  
- Voice is evident 
- Writing creates a tone that reflects feelings/emotions consistent with topic  
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Sample 4 Grade nine 
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 Sample 4 (cont’d) Grade Nine 

Discussion:  This is a descriptive essay. The introduction gives the topic and some background information, and the subsequent 

paragraphs address different aspects of the place. The conclusion is combined into the last paragraph, which also talks about 

food. The content and descriptive language add interest to the piece and keep the reader engaged. Voice is sustained through the 

piece. The piece is quite short, and the reader might be left wanting further details, but what is presented is well-written. 

            MEETING STANDARDS 

Rubric qualities: 

- Content is developed to enhance meaning and effect for a specific audience and purpose 
- Content generates reader’s interest 
- Content is clearly conveyed 
- Topic is focused and maintained 
- Main ideas and supporting details work together to advance the piece 
- Specific supporting details and/or examples increase the clarity of the piece  
- Introduction establishes key ideas 
- Sustains connections between key ideas and supporting details; structure is consistent 
-  Follows organizational structure of specific format  
- Uses language that is clear, varied, and specific, and appropriate for the intended audience 
- Uses precise and effective vocabulary specific to the content  
- Uses a variety of more complex sentence structures  
- Uses varied sentence lengths; sentences flow smoothly  
- Voice is evident 
- Writing creates a tone that reflects feelings/emotions consistent with topic  
- Consistently uses correct capitalization  
- Applies Canadian spelling conventions to familiar and unfamiliar words 
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Sample 5 Grade Nine 
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Sample 5 cont’d) Grade Nine 
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Sample 5 (cont’d) Grade Nine 

Discussion: This sample is an analysis of SE Hinton’s  novel That Was Then, This is Now. The author of the piece compares the 

changes in the main characters over the course of the novel. While there are many good points in the essay, supported by 

good examples, there is not a clear organizational format. Parts follow the timeline in the book, but others move back and 

forth. The conclusion is well-written, and is the strongest  paragraph in the piece. It has voice, and it impacts the reader. 

                  MEETING STANDARDS 

Rubric qualities: 

- Content is developed to enhance meaning and effect for a specific audience and purpose 
- Topic is focused and maintained 
- Specific supporting details and/or examples increase the clarity of the piece  
- Introduction establishes key ideas 
- Conclusion is strong and has an impact on the reader  
-  Follows organizational structure of specific format  
- Uses precise and effective vocabulary specific to the content  
- Uses varied sentence lengths; sentences flow smoothly  
- Writing creates a tone that reflects feelings/emotions consistent with topic  
- Consistently uses correct capitalization  
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Sample 6 Grade Nine 



 

  Draft   01/12 

Sample 6 (cont’d) Grade Nine 

Discussion:  This sample is an opinion piece. It uses statistics to provide details and examples (although sources are 

not cited). The introduction speaks to global warming, over-population, and the use of GMOs as being of major 

concern. The author then provides some back ground information on those three key ideas, and then goes on to 

talk about the impact of that information (now slightly shifted to over-population, water, and food shortages) on 

the world. The parallel structure used  works well, and the transition are fairly easy to follow. There is no conclud-

ing paragraph - it is added onto the last discussion about increasing food needs. There is some evidence of editing 

in the piece (removing the last sentence in the piece keeps from adding new information to the argument after 

the concluding statement has been made). There also appears to be an effort to use more specific terminology 

(“fuel cars”, “citizen participation”, “have tolerances to cold weather, drought, herbicides”). 

                 MEETING STANDARDS 

Rubric qualities: 

- Content is developed to enhance meaning and effect for a specific audience and purpose 
- Content generates reader’s interest 
- Content is clearly conveyed 
- Topic is focused and maintained 
- Main ideas and supporting details work together to advance the piece 
- Specific supporting details and/or examples increase the clarity of the piece  
- Introduction establishes key ideas 
- Sustains connections between key ideas and supporting details; structure is consistent 
- Follows organizational structure of specific format  
- Uses precise and effective vocabulary specific to the content  
- Uses varied sentence lengths; sentences flow smoothly  
- Voice is evident 
- Writing creates a tone that reflects feelings/emotions consistent with topic  
- Consistently uses correct capitalization  
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Sample 7  Grade Nine 
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Sample 7 (cont’d) Grade Nine 

Discussion:  This sample is an informational piece. According to the introduction, foster parenting will be discussed in 

terms of how it provides support, love, and parenting to children who will not stay in your family for very long. The body of 

the piece does not exactly match what is set out in the introduction; it talks about the disruption to family life, the costs 

associated with a foster child, and then finally about having to send children back to their birth parents. The content is 

good, and clearly presented, but not consistent with the beginning. The conclusion refers back to the introduction, and is 

well done. Word choice is adequate, as it sentence structure. The piece brings voice and commitment to the topic, and an 

effort is made to engage the reader. 

            MEETING STANDARDS 

Rubric qualities: 

- Content is developed to enhance meaning and effect for a specific audience and purpose 
- Content generates reader’s interest 
- Content is clearly conveyed 
- Main ideas and supporting details work together to advance the piece 
- Sustains connections between key ideas and supporting details 
- Conclusion is a summary of main ideas, key points, and/or arguments  
- Conclusion is strong and has an impact on the reader  
-  Follows organizational structure of specific format  
- Uses language that is clear, varied, and specific, and appropriate for the intended audience 
- Uses varied sentence lengths; sentences flow smoothly  
- Voice is evident 
- Writing creates a tone that reflects feelings/emotions consistent with topic  
- Consistently uses correct capitalization  
- Applies Canadian spelling conventions to familiar and unfamiliar words 
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Sample 8 Grade Nine 
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Sample 8 (cont’d) Grade Nine 
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Sample 8 (cont’d) Grade Nine 

Discussion:  This sample is an opinion piece; an argument for why the entertainment industry is losing money. The author presents 

three key ideas in the introduction (extending a successful series, copying a successful series, or reissuing already successful mov-

ies) and then devotes a paragraph to each, providing details and examples. The conclusion offers a good summary of the argu-

ments, and asks some challenging questions of the reader. Both content and organization in this piece are well done. The piece 

carries good voice, and the word choice is specific and effective. 

           EXCELLING AT MEETING STANDARDS 

Rubric qualities: 

- Content is developed to enhance meaning and effect for a specific audience and purpose 
- Content generates reader’s interest 
- Content is clearly conveyed 
- Topic is focused and maintained 
- Main ideas and supporting details work together to advance the piece 
- Specific supporting details and/or examples increase the clarity of the piece  
- Introduction establishes key ideas 
- Sustains connections between key ideas and supporting details; structure is consistent 
- Conclusion is a summary of main ideas, key points, and/or arguments  
- Conclusion is strong and has an impact on the reader  
-  Follows organizational structure of specific format  
- Uses precise and effective vocabulary specific to the content  
- Uses a variety of more complex sentence structures  
- Voice is evident 
- Writing creates a tone that reflects feelings/emotions consistent with topic  
- Consistently uses correct capitalization  
- Applies Canadian spelling conventions to familiar and unfamiliar words 
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Sample 9 Grade Nine 
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Sample 9 (cont’d) Grade Nine 
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Sample 9 (cont’d) Grade Nine 
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Sample 9 (cont’d) 
Grade Nine 
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Sample 9 (cont’d) Grade Nine 

Discussion:  This sample is intended to be read as a speech, but it is also powerful as a written piece. The topic of global poverty 

and starvation is introduced at the beginning, along with the definition of the verb “help”. While the organizational format is not 

necessarily traditional, it presents the information in a way that is logical and easy to follow. The main body of the piece discusses 

global poverty and starvation, and brings forward a plea to others to also attempt to help, as the author explains his/her efforts. 

The piece uses a wide variety of sentence types, lengths, and structure, and makes very specific and effective word choices. Voice 

is very clear here. Credit is given for the quotes used, but the statistics are not sourced. 

          EXCELLING AT MEETING STANDARDS 

Rubric qualities: 

- Content is developed to enhance meaning and effect for a specific audience and purpose 
- Content generates reader’s interest 
- Content is clearly conveyed 
- Topic is focused and maintained 
- Main ideas and supporting details work together to advance the piece 
- Specific supporting details and/or examples increase the clarity of the piece  
- Introduction establishes key ideas 
- Sustains connections between key ideas and supporting details; structure is consistent 
- Conclusion is a summary of main ideas, key points, and/or arguments  
- Conclusion is strong and has an impact on the reader  
-  Follows organizational structure of specific format  
- Uses language that is clear, varied, and specific, and appropriate for the intended audience 
- Uses precise and effective vocabulary specific to the content  
- Uses a variety of more complex sentence structures  
- Uses varied sentence lengths; sentences flow smoothly  
- Voice is evident 
- Writing creates a tone that reflects feelings/emotions consistent with topic  
- Consistently uses correct capitalization  
- Consistently uses correct punctuation in a variety of sentence structures  
- Applies Canadian spelling conventions to familiar and unfamiliar words 
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Sample 10 Grade Nine 
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Sample 10 (cont’d) Grade Nine 

Discussion:  This sample is a point-of-view piece. Written as a reflection on life, the author talks about what it’s like being a ce-

lebrity. The amount of voice in the piece is amazing, and the insights and supporting details and examples are very well done. It 

doesn’t follow a specific organizational format, but it flows well, and has an excellent introduction and conclusion. Word choice 

help reinforce the point of view as well as the voice.  

          EXCELLING AT MEETING STANDARDS 

Rubric qualities: 

- Content is developed to enhance meaning and effect for a specific audience and purpose 
- Content generates reader’s interest 
- Content is clearly conveyed 
- Topic is focused and maintained 
- Main ideas and supporting details work together to advance the piece 
- Specific supporting details and/or examples increase the clarity of the piece  
- Introduction establishes key ideas 
- Sustains connections between key ideas and supporting details; structure is consistent 
- Conclusion is a summary of main ideas, key points, and/or arguments 
- Conclusion is strong and has an impact on the reader  
- Uses language that is clear, varied, and specific, and appropriate for the intended audience 
- Uses precise and effective vocabulary specific to the content   
- Uses a variety of more complex sentence structures  
- Uses varied sentence lengths; sentences flow smoothly  
- Voice is evident 
- Writing creates a tone that reflects feelings/emotions consistent with topic  
- Consistently uses correct capitalization  
- Consistently uses correct punctuation in a variety of sentence structures  
- Does not contain unnecessary repetition of words and ideas 
- Applies Canadian spelling conventions to familiar and unfamiliar words 
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Sample 11 Grade Nine 
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Sample 11(cont’d) Grade Nine 

Discussion: This sample is a narrative essay. The author engages the reader in the story and then comes to the critical point 

where a decision has to be made. The turn of events at the end is surprising, but helps to make the author’s point. The voice in 

the piece is powerful, and the word choice is excellent.  

          EXCELLING AT MEETING STANDARDS 

Rubric qualities: 

- Content is developed to enhance meaning and effect for a specific audience and purpose 
- Content generates reader’s interest 
- Content is clearly conveyed 
- Topic is focused and maintained 
- Main ideas and supporting details work together to advance the piece 
- Specific supporting details and/or examples increase the clarity of the piece  
- Introduction establishes key ideas 
- Sustains connections between key ideas and supporting details; structure is consistent 
- Conclusion is strong and has an impact on the reader  
-  Follows organizational structure of specific format  
- Uses language that is clear, varied, and specific, and appropriate for the intended audience 
- Uses precise and effective vocabulary specific to the content  
- Uses a variety of more complex sentence structures  
- Uses varied sentence lengths; sentences flow smoothly  
- Voice is evident 
- Writing creates a tone that reflects feelings/emotions consistent with topic  
- Consistently uses correct capitalization  
- Consistently uses correct punctuation in a variety of sentence structures  
- Does not contain unnecessary repetition of words and ideas 
- Applies Canadian spelling conventions to familiar and unfamiliar words


