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Sample 1 Grade Eight 
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Sample 1 (cont’d) Grade Eight 

Discussion:  This piece starts out like a traditional compare/contrast piece, but it loses organization in the middle. The similarities 

and differences are not clearly explained. The introduction grabs the reader’s interest and the author’s voice comes through 

clearly. However, the voice is lost after that, as the author tries to fulfill the requirements of the format and organization. The 

piece wavers between assuming that the reader already knows quite a bit about the sports (“do jumps and tricks”,  “you have to 

lift your feet more”) and assuming that the reader knows very little (“shoes with blades”). There is no concluding paragraph in 

the piece.  The word choice is sometimes effective (“cold environment”, “great sources of exercise”) and sometimes not 

(“equipment that strap onto your feet”). There are also some serious convention errors. 

           APPROACHING STANDARDS 

Rubric qualities: 

- Content is developed to enhance meaning and effect for a specific audience and purpose 
- Content generates reader’s interest 
- Introduction establishes key ideas  
- Writing is organized in paragraphs or follows appropriate organizational pattern for genre 
- Word choice is appropriate for intended audience 
- Writing creates a tone that reflects feelings/emotions consistent with topic  
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Sample 2 Grade Eight 
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Sample 2 (cont’d) Grade Eight 
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Sample 2 (cont’d) Grade Eight 
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Sample 2 (cont’d) Grade Eight 

Discussion:  This is an example of a five-paragraph essay. The introduction identifies the topic and the three key points and 

then the next three paragraph each elaborate on one of the key points.  Each of the three paragraphs contains an explanation 

and an example. However, the content used is a bit off the key ideas (generosity is not usually associated with being caught 

before you fall off a glacier) and the examples are outside most readers’ experiences. The conclusion uses a nice tie back into 

the key points, but the last sentence doesn’t fit. There are also  several sentence structure errors, and some incorrect word 

usage. 

           APPROACHING STANDARDS 

Rubric qualities: 

- Content is developed to enhance meaning and effect for a specific audience and purpose 
- Topic is focused and maintained 
- Introduction establishes key ideas 
- Sustains connections between key ideas and supporting details; structure is consistent 
- Writing is organized in paragraphs or follows appropriate organizational pattern for genre 
- Conclusion is a summary of main ideas, key points, and/or arguments  
  - Writing creates a tone that reflects feelings/emotions consistent with topic  
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Sample 2 Grade Eight 
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Sample 2 (cont’d) Grade Eight 

Discussion:  This sample is a compare/contrast piece; it uses a shorter format than most, noting all the similarities in one 

paragraph and the differences in another. It still keeps the parallel structure, though, so it is technically correct. The in-

troduction is basic, as it simply states the topic. There are no key ideas listed there. The conclusion is simple a restate-

ment of the introduction—that they are different animals and there are ways to tell them apart. There is little voice in 

the piece, even though the content is interesting. The author uses technical terms and precise vocabulary. There are a 

couple of awkward phrasing points (“hard protective shells that they can retract inside to”), but generally the sentence 

structure is fine.  

           MEETING STANDARDS 

Rubric qualities: 

- Content is developed to enhance meaning and effect for a specific audience and purpose 
- Content generates reader’s interest 
- Content is clearly conveyed 
- Topic is focused and maintained 
- Main ideas and supporting details work together to advance the piece 
- Supporting details are relevant and enhance the piece  
- Sustains connections between key ideas and supporting details; structure is consistent 
- Writing is organized in paragraphs or follows appropriate organizational pattern for genre 
- Word choice is appropriate for intended audience 
- Uses clear and interesting language 
- Uses precise and effective vocabulary 
- Writing creates a tone that reflects feelings/emotions consistent with topic  
- Consistently uses correct capitalization 
- Consistently uses correct punctuation in a variety of sentence structures 
- Does not contain unnecessary repetition of words and ideas 
- Applies Canadian spelling conventions to familiar and unfamiliar words 
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Sample 3 Grade Eight 

Discussion:  This piece is informational, telling the reader about playing soccer. The title is catchy, but doesn’t really link to 

the topic—it does, however, capture the reader’s interest. The author picks three key points to discuss and identifies them in 

the introduction. The addition of the personal information about travelling with the team helps to hold the reader’s interest 

and gives the piece voice. The three key points are made in separate paragraphs, and the conclusion restates the topic and 

key ideas. It is a short piece, but well-written. There is not a lot of supporting detail or examples, but enough to keep the 

piece interesting and keep it moving forward. 

           MEETING STANDARDS 
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Sample 3(cont’d) Grade Eight 

Rubric qualities: 

- Content is developed to enhance meaning and effect for a specific audience and purpose 
- Content generates reader’s interest 
- Content is clearly conveyed 
- Topic is focused and maintained 
- Main ideas and supporting details work together to advance the piece 
- Supporting details are relevant and enhance the piece  
- Introduction establishes key ideas 
- Sustains connections between key ideas and supporting details; structure is consistent 
- Writing is organized in paragraphs or follows appropriate organizational pattern for genre 
- Conclusion is a summary of main ideas, key points, and/or arguments  
- Word choice is appropriate for intended audience 
- Uses precise and effective vocabulary 
- Sentences flow smoothly with a variety of structures and lengths 
- Voice is evident 
- Writing creates a tone that reflects feelings/emotions consistent with topic  
- Consistently uses correct capitalization 
- Consistently uses correct punctuation in a variety of sentence structures 
- Does not contain unnecessary repetition of words and ideas 
- Applies Canadian spelling conventions to familiar and unfamiliar words 
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Sample 4 Grade Eight 
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Sample 4 (cont’d) Grade Eight 

Discussion:  This is a research piece, intended to inform the reader/audience.  The author attempts to engage the reader in the 

introduction, but the paragraph is not specific enough to make the points clearly. The mismatching of suicide in the general 

population (1 suicide every 40 seconds, more suicides related to depression than fatal illnesses) makes the topic of the piece 

less clear (if not all teenagers who commit suicide are mentally ill, then what are the other causes?)  The information in the 

following paragraphs seems contradictory. On one hand suicide rates are up, and use of guns is up with both boys and girls, but 

then girls are more likely to use pills or cut themselves. There is a lot of information in the writing, but the pieces aren’t clearly 

connected. The conclusion goes back to teens and depression, which contradicts the last sentence in the introduction. The 

content in the piece  is present, but poorly organized and presented. Sources are cited, but without access dates.  

                 MEETING STANDARDS 
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Sample 4 (cont’d) Grade Eight 

Rubric qualities: 

- Content is developed to enhance meaning and effect for a specific audience and purpose 
- Content generates reader’s interest 
- Writing is organized in paragraphs or follows appropriate organizational pattern for genre 
- Conclusion may have an impact on the reader  
- Word choice is appropriate for intended audience 
- Voice is evident 
-  Writing creates a tone that reflects feelings/emotions consistent with topic  
- Consistently uses correct capitalization 
- Applies Canadian spelling conventions to familiar and unfamiliar words 
- If sources are used, cites in alphabetical order, with authors’ names, titles, and publication dates  
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Sample 5 Grade Eight 
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Sample 5 (cont’d) Grade Eight 
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Sample 5 (cont’d) Grade Eight 

Discussion:  This sample uses a fictional premise to compare and contrast living in Canada and the United States. The piece is 

well set up, with the introduction setting the context and describing the key points. Following that, one paragraph details sim-

ilarities and the other discusses differences. There are examples given, but they are like a list, included in parentheses. There 

is not a lot of detail, and the reader needs good background knowledge to be able to see the similarities and differences in 

the details and examples listed. The conclusion summarizes the key points that make Canada a better choice, but unfortu-

nately they are not all included in his arguments (respect for others’ cultures and not being made fun of). The piece is an in-

teresting way of creating a standard compare/contrast essay, however. It brings good voice and it does engage the reader’s 

interests. There are a number of convention errors (mostly sentence structure and  punctuation) that do impact the clarity of 

the piece at times. 

                 MEETING STANDARDS 

Rubric qualities: 

- Content is developed to enhance meaning and effect for a specific audience and purpose 
- Content generates reader’s interest 
- Content is clearly conveyed 
- Topic is focused and maintained 
- Main ideas and supporting details work together to advance the piece 
- Writing is organized in paragraphs or follows appropriate organizational pattern for genre 
- Word choice is appropriate for intended audience 
- Voice is evident 
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Sample 6 Grade Eight 
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Sample 6 (cont’d) Grade Eight 

Discussion:  This sample is an opinion piece, even though it offers some factual information as well. The topic, the popularity 

of hockey, is presented in the introduction, but there is no indication of what the supporting arguments will be.  The three 

paragraphs in the body of the piece talk about the history of hockey, hockey violence, and televised games. There are exam-

ples for each paragraph, as well as details, but none of it is directly connected to the idea of why hockey is popular. The par-

agraph talking about hockey violence starts with “Another thing that makes hockey popular…”, but there is nothing before 

that to connect to. The conclusion  refers peripherally to the introduction (“it will still be famous for a long time”) but not to 

the key ideas presented. The word choice and sentence structure in the piece are good, and there are very few convention 

errors. The content on its own makes sense, but it is not organized in such a way that the piece reads as a unified argument.  

                  MEETING STANDARDS 

Rubric qualities: 

- Content generates reader’s interest 
- Writing is organized in paragraphs or follows appropriate organizational pattern for genre 
- Word choice is appropriate for intended audience 
- Uses clear and interesting language 
- Sentences flow smoothly with a variety of structures and lengths 
- Voice is evident 
- Writing creates a tone that reflects feelings/emotions consistent with topic  
- Consistently uses correct capitalization 
- Consistently uses correct punctuation in a variety of sentence structures 
- Does not contain unnecessary repetition of words and ideas 
- Applies Canadian spelling conventions to familiar and unfamiliar words 
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Sample 7 Grade Eight 
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Sample 7 (cont’d) Grade Eight 

Discussion:  This sample is a compare/contrast piece. The introduction identifies the two players being compared and provides 

some brief background information. The body of the piece has two paragraphs: one to compare, and one to contrast.  Both par-

agraphs balance the information well and follow a predictable pattern. The conclusion connects to the introduction, and does 

tie back to the general ideas in the body of the piece. There are a couple of small errors (“grew” instead of “grown” and “both” 

instead of “each”) but they do not interfere significantly with the flow of the piece. The author demonstrates good voice, and 

uses enough specific terminology and information to keep the piece interesting. 

          EXCELLING AT MEETING STANDARDS 
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Sample 7(cont’d) Grade Eight 

Rubric qualities: 

- Content is developed to enhance meaning and effect for a specific audience and purpose 
- Content generates reader’s interest 
- Content is clearly conveyed 
- Topic is focused and maintained 
- Main ideas and supporting details work together to advance the piece 
- Supporting details are relevant and enhance the piece  
- Introduction establishes key ideas 
- Sustains connections between key ideas and supporting details; structure is consistent 
- Writing is organized in paragraphs or follows appropriate organizational pattern for genre 
- Conclusion is a summary of main ideas, key points, and/or arguments  
- Conclusion may have an impact on the reader  
- Word choice is appropriate for intended audience 
- Uses clear and interesting language 
- Uses precise and effective vocabulary 
- Sentences flow smoothly with a variety of structures and lengths 
- Voice is evident 
- Writing creates a tone that reflects feelings/emotions consistent with topic  
- Consistently uses correct capitalization 
- Consistently uses correct punctuation in a variety of sentence structures 
- Does not contain unnecessary repetition of words and ideas 
- Applies Canadian spelling conventions to familiar and unfamiliar words 


