
 

  Draft   01/12 

Sample 1 Grade Seven 
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Sample 1 (cont’d) Grade Seven 

Discussion:  This is an opinion piece. The introduction tries to hook the reader with a broad statement “people only talk about 

the negative” and then tries to link that with the idea that teenagers have many responsibilities. The connection is not made 

clearly. The author goes on to list several responsibilities that teenagers have (fundraising, part-time jobs, babysitting, and safe 

driving, along with being good citizens). None of these are connected to the opening statement. The concluding paragraph does 

try to link back to the opening statement, as well as the title (Leaders of the Future) which is not brought into the essay until the 

second last paragraph.  The content in the body of the piece is satisfactory. The points are connected to one another within the 

body of the piece. The introduction and conclusion are the weakest points. 

           APPROACHING STANDARDS 

Rubric qualities: 

- Content is developed for a specific audience and purpose 
- Content clearly conveyed 
- Supporting details enhance the piece  
- Writing is organized in paragraphs or follows appropriate organizational pattern for genre 
- Word choice is appropriate for intended audience 
- Uses varied sentence lengths 
- Writing creates tone that reflects feelings/emotions consistent with topic  
-  Uses correct end punctuation 
-  Spells most words correctly, errors do not significantly impede meaning 
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Sample 2 (cont’d) Grade Seven 

Discussion:  The introduction to this piece is a list. It does not explain why the author wants to tell you about the things that 

excite him or how they do; it is just a list. The paragraph that is the body of the piece addresses different sports and why the 

author finds each exciting. There aren’t clear transitions from one sport to the next, but the reader can see the pattern. The 

conclusion is also a list; this time it tells why the activities are exciting. Little effort has been made to connect the introduction 

and the conclusion with the middle.  There is over use of the word “excites”, and the descriptive details are quite general. 

There are numerous convention errors; most are minor but there are quite a few of them. 

                           APPROACHING STANDARDS 

Rubric qualities: 

- Content is developed for a specific audience and purpose 
- Topic is focused and maintained 
- Word choice is appropriate for intended audience 
- Uses varied sentence lengths 
- Voice is evident 
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Sample 3 Grade Seven 

Discussion:  This piece follows an 

organizational frame for essay 

writing, except that it is missing the 

concluding paragraph. The intro-

duction has a good first line to 

hook the reader, then goes on to 

list the three major points. Each 

paragraph develops one of those 

points, enlarging on it and provid-

ing an example. Unfortunately, 

there is no conclusion, which weak-

ens the piece. There is some varie-

ty in thee transitions between par-

agraphs, but for the most part the 

piece sticks to the organizational 

frame. There are a few noticeable 

convention errors (moral, there 

heads) and some awkward sen-

tence construction, but generally 

the piece is easy to follow. 

          APPROACHING STANDARDS 

Rubric qualities: 

- Content is developed for a specific audience and purpose 
- Content generates reader’s interest 
- Topic is focused and maintained 
- Content clearly conveyed 
- Main and supporting ideas work together to advance the piece 
- Supporting details enhance the piece  
- Beginning of piece establishes key ideas 
- Sustains connections between key ideas and supporting details 
- Writing is organized in paragraphs or follows appropriate organizational pattern for genre (except for conclusion) 
- Word choice is appropriate for intended audience 
- Uses varied sentence lengths 
-  Uses correct capitalization 
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Sample 4 (cont’d) Grade Seven 

Discussion: This essay attempts to explain the role media plays in the pressure young women feel to be thin and attractive.  

The introduction (with the uncredited quote from Simone de Beauvoir) sets up the argument that women should be able to 

feel beautiful no matter what they look like. This is reiterated in the conclusion as well. The main body of the piece presents 

several variations on media pressure to be blonde and thin. The ideas are sound, but there are some serious flaws in sentence 

structure and conventions that make the piece difficult to read. Additionally, there is really only one supporting idea that runs 

through the piece, with minor variations, rather than the two or three strong arguments we would expect. The internal organi-

zation lacks clarity. However, the piece has strong voice and the descriptions do keep the reader engaged. 

           APPROACHING STANDARDS 

Rubric qualities: 

- Content is developed for a specific audience and purpose 
- Content generates reader’s interest 
- Topic is focused and maintained 
- Beginning of piece establishes key ideas 
- Conclusion is a summary of main ideas, points, arguments 
- Word choice is appropriate for intended audience 
- Uses varied sentence lengths 
- Voice is evident 
- Writing creates tone that reflects feelings/emotions consistent with topic  
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Sample 5 (cont’d) 
Grade Seven 

Discussion:  This essay presents an argument for separate gym classes for boys and girls. There are three reasons given to 

support the argument, along with a reference to segregated professional sports teams. The piece clearly follows the five-

paragraph essay format. It has an introduction that states the topic and gives the arguments. Each point is discussed in a 

paragraph, and then the conclusion reiterates the points already made and ties them back to the introduction. It is evident 

that the author feels strongly about the topic, and has good voice. There are some  convention errors and some minor diffi-

culties with sentence structure. The piece is good in terms of content but still needs work with craft. 

                MEETING STANDARDS 

Rubric qualities: 

- Content is developed for a specific audience and purpose 
- Content generates reader’s interest 
- Topic is focused and maintained 
- Main and supporting ideas work together to advance the piece 
- Supporting details enhance the piece  
- Beginning of piece establishes key ideas 
- Sustains connections between key ideas and supporting details 
- Writing is organized in paragraphs or follows appropriate organizational pattern for genre 
- Conclusion is a summary of main ideas, points, arguments 
- Word choice is appropriate for intended audience 
- Uses varied sentence lengths 
- Voice is evident 
- Writing creates tone that reflects feelings/emotions consistent with topic  
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Sample 6 (cont’d) Grade Seven 

Discussion: This piece is a brief overview of traditional practices around hunting. The author has used chronological order (first, 

second, third) to organize the piece. The introduction explains what three things will be described.  Unfortunately, the author then 

has only two paragraphs in the body of the piece. The first one does a good job of describing how the animals were hunted, who 

went and why, and how the labour was divided. The second paragraph combines the transport back to camp and the feasting and 

dancing. The paragraph works the way it is written; it just is not consistent with what was set out in the introduction. The conclu-

sion introduces some new information, but generally does a good job of summing up the main ideas. There is voice in the piece, 

and the descriptions are good. There are no sources cited for this piece. 

             MEETING STANDARDS 

Rubric qualities:   

- Content is developed for a specific audience and purpose 
- Content generates reader’s interest 
- Topic is focused and maintained 
- Content clearly conveyed 
- Main and supporting ideas work together to advance the piece 
- Supporting details enhance the piece  
- Beginning of piece establishes key ideas 
- Sustains connections between key ideas and supporting details 
- Writing is organized in paragraphs or follows appropriate organizational pattern for genre 
- Conclusion is a summary of main ideas, points, arguments 
- Word choice is appropriate for intended audience 
- Uses interesting language to clearly convey information  
- Uses varied sentence lengths 
- Voice is evident 
- Writing creates tone that reflects feelings/emotions consistent with topic  
-  Uses correct capitalization 
-  Uses correct punctuation 
-  Spells most words correctly, errors do not significantly impede meaning 
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Sample 7 (cont’d) Grade Seven 

Discussion: This piece starts 

well, with a good introduction 

and the three key points the 

author wants to make. The con-

clusion sums up those three 

points, but the author does not 

really clarify those three points 

in the body of the piece. The 

first paragraph is supposed to 

talk about biofuel being good 

for the environment, and does 

that but really is more about 

sustainability than environmen-

tal impact. The second para-

graph works until the last sen-

tence when it becomes a bit 

confusing. By putting in the 

counter-argument in the third 

paragraph, it draws the reader 

off the original organization and 

becomes somewhat confusing. 

By the time the author gets to 

discussing sustainability of bio-

fuel, the arguments have al-

ready been made earlier in the 

paper.  Although the piece starts 

out well, it lacks organizational 

coherence. The piece also 

suffers from the odd formatting, 

with the line in front of each 

new paragraph. There are good 

word choices and strong voice. 

              MEETING STANDARDS 

Rubric qualities: 

- Content is developed for a specific audience and purpose 
- Content generates reader’s interest 
- Supporting details enhance the piece  
- Beginning of piece establishes key ideas 
- Sustains connections between key ideas and supporting details 
- Conclusion is a summary of main ideas, points, arguments 
- Word choice is appropriate for intended audience 
- Uses varied sentence lengths  
- Voice is evident 
- Writing creates tone that reflects feelings/emotions consistent with topic  
-  Spells most words correctly, errors do not significantly impede meaning 
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Sample 8 Grade Seven 
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Sample 8 (cont’d) Grade Seven 

Discussion: This is an opinion piece. The author presents the main idea in the introduction, then has three supporting reasons. 

Each reason has an example and uses some good description to enhance it. The piece is short, but tightly crafted. It has specific 

transitions, and engages the audience with questions in both the introduction and conclusion. Voice is evident throughout. 

                  MEETING STANDARDS 

Rubric qualities: 

- Content is developed for a specific audience and purpose 
- Content generates reader’s interest 
- Topic is focused and maintained 
- Content clearly conveyed 
- Main and supporting ideas work together to advance the piece 
- Supporting details enhance the piece  
- Beginning of piece establishes key ideas 
- Writing is organized in paragraphs or follows appropriate organizational pattern for genre 
- Conclusion is a summary of main ideas, points, arguments 
- Word choice is appropriate for intended audience 
- Uses interesting language to clearly convey information  
- Uses a variety of sentence structures  
- Uses varied sentence lengths 
- Uses varied transition words  
- Voice is evident 
- Writing creates tone that reflects feelings/emotions consistent with topic  
-  Uses correct capitalization 
-  Uses correct punctuation 
-  Spells most words correctly, errors do not significantly impede meaning 
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Sample 9 (cont’d) Grade Seven 

Discussion:  This paper tackles a very complicated topic, one that is difficult to condense into six paragraphs. The introduction 

gives us very little structure for the information that follows. While the information in each paragraph is well presented, the 

“body” pieces are not connected to one another very well. The piece lacks transitions. The conclusion is short and basic, but does 

tie back to what was discussed. The piece has strong voice, and the author uses very specific and precise vocabulary. Despite the 

scientific nature of this writing, it is based on personal experience, and no sources are cited. 

                     EXCELLING AT MEETING STANDARDS 

Rubric qualities: 

- Content is developed for a specific audience and purpose 
- Content generates reader’s interest 
- Topic is focused and maintained 
- Content clearly conveyed 
- Main and supporting ideas work together to advance the 
piece 
- Supporting details enhance the piece  
- Writing is organized in paragraphs or follows appropriate 
organizational pattern for genre 
- Conclusion is a summary of main ideas, points, argu-
ments 
- Word choice is appropriate for intended audience 

Rubric qualities (cont’d): 

- Uses precise vocabulary according to context 

- Uses varied sentence lengths 

- Voice is evident 

- Writing creates tone that reflects feelings/emotions con-

sistent with topic  

-  Uses correct capitalization 

-  Uses correct punctuation 

-  Spells most words correctly, errors do not significantly im-
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Sample 10 Grade Seven 
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Sample 10 (cont’d) Grade Seven  
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Sample 10 (cont’d) Grade Seven 

Discussion:  This sam-

ple uses the organiza-

tional framework of 

compare/contrast 

quite well, even 

though there are 

some flaws in the 

piece. The piece starts 

with how the charac-

ters are the same, and 

then moves on to their 

differences. There is a 

lot of information con-

tained in the writing, 

and some of it as-

sumes that the reader 

has some specific 

background 

knowledge about the 

characters, as there is 

a lack of explanation 

around a number of 

statements. There are 

statements made as 

fact that have no 

sources cited. The 

author seems to have 

made an effort to en-

gage the reader with 

details and descrip-

tions; there is a ten-

dency to overuse the 

transition “another”. 

The piece also has no 

conclusion, which 

leaves the reader 

looking for the rest. It 

has strong voice 

though, and despite 

major convention er-

rors it is an interesting 

piece to read.      

              EXCELLING AT 

MEETING STANDARDS 

Rubric qualities: 

- Content is developed for a specific audience and purpose 
- Content generates reader’s interest 
- Topic is focused and maintained 
- Content clearly conveyed 
- Main and supporting ideas work together to advance the piece 
- Supporting details enhance the piece 
- Beginning of piece establishes key ideas 
- Sustains connections between key ideas and supporting details 
- Writing is organized in paragraphs or follows appropriate organizational pattern for genre 
    - Appropriate transitions between paragraphs/sections 
- Word choice is appropriate for intended audience 
- Uses precise vocabulary according to context 
- Uses a variety of sentence structures  
- Uses varied sentence lengths 
- Uses varied transition words  
- Voice is evident 
- Writing creates tone that reflects feelings/emotions consistent with topic  
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Sample 11(cont’d) Grade Seven 

Discussion:  This is an opinion piece with no need for sources. It presents the author’s vision of what his/her future is going to be 

like. The piece is organized by topics - job, house, car, etc. The introduction is a bit confusing, and does not help to give structure 

to the piece, but there is definitely an effort made to engage the reader. Each topic is discussed in the following paragraphs, and 

the author adds detail and variation to keep it interesting. The final paragraph does not sum up the information in any way, but 

again it works to hold the reader’s interest. The variation in sentence length and structure also help to keep the piece interesting. 

          EXCELLING AT MEETING STANDARDS 
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Sample 11 (cont’d) Grade Seven 

Rubric qualities: 

- Content is developed for a specific audience and purpose 
- Content generates reader’s interest 
- Topic is focused and maintained 
- Content clearly conveyed 
- Main and supporting ideas work together to advance the piece 
- Supporting details enhance the piece  
- Sustains connections between key ideas and supporting details 
- Writing is organized in paragraphs or follows appropriate organizational pattern for genre 
   - Appropriate transitions between paragraphs/sections 
- Word choice is appropriate for intended audience 
- Uses interesting language to clearly convey information  
- Uses a variety of sentence structures  
- Uses varied sentence lengths 
- Uses varied transition words 
- Voice is evident 
- Writing creates tone that reflects feelings/emotions consistent with topic   
-  Uses correct capitalization 
-  Uses correct punctuation 
-  Spells most words correctly, errors do not significantly impede meaning 


