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Sample 1 Grade 6 

Discussion:  This piece is an extended journal entry/activity 
description. It is technically well-written with good sentence 
structure, paragraphing and conventions. There is not a lot 
of description beyond the specific details of the activities. 
There is not much evidence of voice in this piece, primarily 
because of the word choice. There is a lot of repetition in 
both word choice and structure (first period, second, period, 
activity); this seems to keep the piece from flowing well. The 
description of ―the blob‖ should have been the strongest sec-
tion, since it was the most fun, but the description of it was 
the same as the rest of the piece. Revision to look at word 
choice might make the piece more engaging to the reader, 
as well as giving it more voice. 
 

APPROACHING STANDARDS 

Rubric qualities: 
-  Content is developed for a specific audience 
-  Integrates ideas from personal experiences and different sources into fictional account (describes first day of camp) 
-  Beginning of story establishes key information about context and setting (going to camp) 
-  Writing is organized in paragraphs (one clear idea in each paragraph) 
-  Word choice is appropriate for intended audience 
-  Uses simple, compound, and complex sentences 
-  Uses a variety of sentence lengths 
-  Uses correct capitalization 
-  Uses correct end punctuation 
-  Uses appropriate noun-pronoun agreement 
-  Spells most words correctly; errors do not significantly impede meaning 
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Sample 2 Grade 6 

Discussion:  This piece has strong content, organization, and voice. The ideas are quite well developed and are set out 
clearly in paragraphs. The beginning and middle are strong, although the ending is contrived (it was all a dream). The  
actions flow well and follow a logical sequence. The descriptions are brief but effective, and develop the sense of rising ac-
tion and evoke the feeling of anxiety about the insects. The sentence structure and conventions would definitely benefit 
from editing as there are a number of sentence fragments and some of the spelling, number agreement, and punctuation 
errors do make the piece difficult to read.  

APPROACHING STANDARDS 

Rubric qualities: 
-  Content is developed for a specific audience/purpose 
-  Majority of events in the story are connected to the story problem 
-  Integrates ideas from personal experiences and different sources into fictional accounts (visiting dentist, mutant insects) 
-  Context and characters are generally developed and sustained throughout story (multiplying evil cockroaches) 
-  Includes descriptive details (reluctance to go to the dentist, multiplying cockroaches, squishing them, killing with candy) 
-  Beginning of story establishes context and setting (dentist visit) 
-  Middle develops plot: rising actions are selected to move the plot forward and there are established connections among 
actions (appearance of cockroaches, keep multiplying, trying to kill them, finding the candy, all the cockroaches dying) 
-  Word choice is appropriate for intended audience (tools, fluoride, water spray) 
-  Writing evokes a feeling or response in reader (most can empathize with not wanting to go to the dentist and a revulsion 
towards the cockroaches) 
-  Uses correct capitalization 
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Sample 3 Grade 6 

Discussion:  This piece is a description of a series of 
events on the land—skidooing, trapping, hunting, etc. It 
integrates a number of different events. There is no 
story problem, since this is a series of events and activi-
ties. The descriptions are clear and there is good use of 
imagery (huddle up close together because of the icy 
northern wind, cold feet and red noses come into the 
warm cabin). There is a strong voice in the beginning 
and middle; it is carried through to the end, though per-
haps not as strongly. The errors in this piece 
(conventions, primarily) could be corrected in an editing 
conference, making the piece easier to read. 
 

APPROACHING STANDARDS 

Rubric qualities: 
-  Content is developed for a specific audience/purpose 
-  Integrates ideas from personal experiences and dif-
ferent sources into fictional account 
-  Includes descriptive details 
-  Beginning of story establishes context and setting 
-  Middle establishes connections between events 
-  Writing is organized in paragraphs 
-  Word choice is appropriate for intended audience 
-  Uses precise vocabulary 
-  Uses descriptive and figurative language 
-  Uses a variety of sentence lengths 
-  Uses a variety of transition words 
-  Writing evokes a feeling or response in the reader 
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Sample 4 Grade 6 

Discussion:  This piece has strong content,  
integrating ideas from anime, manga, and Tolkein. 
The organization is basic, but effective. It has a 
beginning, middle, and end, and a basic story 
problem. The piece uses basic vocabulary and 
sentence structure. There is an attempt to include 
description and detail in the beginning, but it is not 
sustained throughout the piece. The middle relies 
heavily on basic vocabulary to describe the actions 
(got some more equipment, went back to the gate, 
went back in, they saw, they went, they saw). The 
author uses mostly simple and compound  
sentences, and follows a consistent pattern. De-
spite the basic word choice and sentence struc-
ture, though, there are some points in the story 
where the author’s voice does come through. 
 

MEETING STANDARDS 

Rubric qualities: 
-  Content is developed for a specific audience/
purpose  
-  Majority of events in the story are connected to 
story problem (story problem is not clearly  
defined, as there is no reason given for going into 
the Forest of the Dark) 
-  Integrates ideas from personal experiences 
and different sources into fictional account 
(typical anime and manga) 
-  Context and characters are generally  
developed  and sustained throughout the story 
(actions and details are consistent with the style) 
-  Includes descriptive details (basic details  
including description of characters) 
-  Beginning of story establishes characters 
-  Middle develops plot 
-  Ending is connected to actions/events and  
resolves the story problem (defeat the evil  
characters and save his friends) 
-  Writing is organized in paragraphs 
-  Word choice is appropriate for intended  
Audience (equipment, sword, shield, bow and 
arrow, fireball, shadow warrior) 
-  Uses correct capitalization 
-  Uses correct end punctuation 
-  Uses appropriate noun-pronoun agreement 
-  Spells most words correctly; errors do not  
significantly impede meaning 
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Sample 5 Grade 6 

Discussion:  This piece starts out with a strong introduction; it 
has lots of details and sets the context well. The dialogue in the 
middle section moves the story forward, although there is not a 
lot of action in the middle. The ending introduces the description 
of the dragon, but does not use that information. The final  
paragraph is rushed and does not connect the details from the 
beginning and middle of the story. Despite the weak ending, the 
story is engaging and the author’s voice does come through. A 
revision conference to work on the ending might be helpful. The 
conventions in the piece are generally good. The dialogue is 
correctly punctuated and paragraphed, with only a few errors. 

 
MEETING STANDARDS 

Rubric qualities: 
-  Content is developed for a specific audience/purpose 
-  Majority of events in the story are connected to the story problem 
-  Integrates ideas from personal experience and different sources into fictional account (dog gets lost, meeting a dragon) 
-  Dialogue and action work together to advance  the plot (Ruff pulls Amanda to the dragon, dragon assures Amanda that she 
is nice and not to be scared, dragon invites Amanda into her cave) 
-  Includes descriptive details (descriptions of Amanda, dog, cave, dragon) 
-  Beginning of story establishes key information about characters and setting (Amanda and Ruff, and the woods) 
-  Writing is organized in paragraphs (dialogue, with only a few errors, as well as regular paragraphing) 
-  Word choice is appropriate for intended audience 
-  Uses descriptive and figurative language to create desired effects  (heard a whimper beyond the bushes, started to worry, 
Amanda was trying to break away quickly with Ruff) 
-  Uses simple, compound, and complex sentences effectively 
-  Voice is evident 
-  Uses correct capitalization 
-  Uses appropriate noun-pronoun agreement 
-  Spells most words correctly, errors do not significantly impede meaning 
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Sample 6 Grade 6 

Discussion:  The piece is written as a ghost story, with a 
build up of suspense from beginning to end. This is  
generally effective; the author makes a point of discussing 
how Natalie bragged about not being afraid of ghosts even 
though she was. This keeps coming up in the story until 
she is finally overcome by her fear. The story is well  
organized in paragraphs. The details are fairly specific, but 
may be repetitive (―she burst out‖ is used several times). 
There are some minor sentence structure errors, along with 
some convention errors (―your‖ instead of ―you’re‖, missing 
apostrophes), but the piece is generally clear and easy to 
read. Many of the rubric qualities are present but at a  
standard level.  
 

MEETING STANDARDS 

Rubric qualities: 
-  Content is developed for a specific audience/purpose 
-  Majority of events in the story are connected to the story 
problem 
-  Dialogue and action work together to advance the plot 
-  Includes descriptive details 
-  Beginning of story establishes key information about  
context (Natalie has said she‘s not afraid of ghosts),  
characters (Natalie), setting (Hallowe‘en party), and problem 
(dared to go to the graveyard) 
-  Middle develops plot through rising actions selected to 
move the plot forward (dare, making ghosts, cold wind, Old 
Man Jeofrray‘s ghost) 
-  Ending is connected to actions/events and resolves the 
story problem 
-  Writing is organized in paragraphs 
-  Word choice is appropriate for intended audience 
(nervous, scary, bragging, finally became okay with it, she 
was really freaked out ) 

-  Uses precise vocabulary (impulsively burst out,  paranoid, overwhelmed, chill of fear run up her spine) 
-  Voice is evident  
-  Writing evokes a feeling or response in the reader (a good ghost story!) 
-  Use correct capitalization 
-  Uses correct end punctuation and commas (sentence structure is not always consistent) 
-  Uses appropriate noun-pronoun agreement (a couple of errors, but not significant) 
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Sample 7 Grade 6 

Discussion:  This piece  is a more complex one, with 
greater detail and description.  The author attempts to 
use precise words, but not always correctly (murmured 
angrily). However, the language does build imagery. It 
would appear that the author has an image he is trying to 
convey but hasn’t quite found the best word choice to do 
so. Details included in the piece, while not always linked 
directly to the plot (a D in his Math test), do serve to help 
to develop the character. Sentence structure often in-
cludes a series of phrases with commas but no transition 
words to connect them. The plot moves along to the con-
clusion, which is quite well-connected to the rest of the 
story, and which does provide adequate closure. It is a 
bit rushed compared to the rest of the piece, but this is 
not unusual even in Grade 6 work.  
 

MEETING STANDARDS 

Rubric qualities: 
-  Content is developed for a specific audience/purpose 
-  Majority of events in the story are connected to the 
story problem 
-  Integrates ideas from personal experiences and differ-
ent sources into fictional account 
-  Dialogue and action work together to advance the plot 
-  Context and characters are generally developed and 
sustained throughout the story 
-  Beginning of story establishes context (exploring a 
mysterious tunnel), characters (Kyte), setting (cave), and 
problem (getting out of the cave safely) 
-  Middle develops plot; rising actions/events are selected 
to move the plot forward (the faint glow growing larger 
and brighter, sudden opening of floor, finding the crystal, 
breaking it, etc.) and connections are established among 
actions and events (breaking the crystal, taking it with 
him, being trapped inside, putting the pieces back to-
gether, returning the crystal to the shrine, and then being 
able to escape) 
-  Ending is connected to actions/events and resolves the 
story problem 
-  Writing is organized in paragraphs 
-  Word choice is appropriate for intended audience  
-  Uses descriptive and figurative language to create de-
sired effects (woods had a peculiar aroma, faint glow like 
a buzzing young firefly, kind of like a fish out of water, a 
pool of the clearest water he had ever seen) 
-  Uses a variety of sentence lengths 
-  Writing evokes a feeling or response in the story 
-  Uses correct end punctuation 
-  Uses appropriate noun-pronoun agreement 

Continued on next page 
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Sample 7, continued Grade 6 
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Sample 8 (continued on next page) 

Rubric qualities: 
-  Content is developed for a specific audience/purpose 
-  Majority of the events in the story are connected to the story problem 
-  Dialogue and action work together to advance the plot 
-  Context and characters are generally developed and sustained throughout story (Gilder‘s focus on lion traps and 
midget people, Vyse as the leader and taking charge) 
-  Includes descriptive details (description of characters, cave) 
-  Beginning of story establishes characters (Fina, Gilder, Vyse, and Aika) and problem (Fina is missing) 
-  Middle develops plot; rising action/events are selected to move the plot forward (finding the cave entrance, leaning on 
the lever, the collapsing cave, etc.) and connections are established between the actions and events (the ‗lonely‘ gem 
needing to be returned to the ‗switch‘) 
-  Ending is connected to actions/events and resolves the story problem 
-  Word choice is appropriate for intended audience 
-  Uses precise vocabulary (some new fashion decision, not the smartest of the bunch, huge stalactites hanging from the 
roof) 
-  Uses descriptive and figurative language to create desired effects (as strange as an albino rat, If it was that Elvis was 
on the moon, fresh clear water coming from the top of the walls and flowing into pools in the ground) 
-  Uses a variety of sentence lengths 
-  Voice is evident in the organization of ideas (starting with the dialogue piece, interjections by Gilder, implied escape 
from the cave as an ending) 
-  Writing evokes a feeling or response in the reader 

Grade 6 

Continued on next page 
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Sample 8, continued 

Grade 6 

Discussion:  This piece is difficult to 
read because of the numerous  
convention errors. However, it has very 
good content and plot development 
and uses some sophisticated  
techniques to develop the story. Using 
the dialogue at the beginning as a kind 
of foreshadowing is very effective, and 
sets up the context and the characters. 
Gilder’s fascination with midgets is 
woven through the story in a consistent 
way that makes the character seem 
believable. Vyse, as the leader, is the 
one who takes charge each time there 
is a change in the plot. The dialogue 
moves that action forward, and is  
generally clear. The piece contains lots 
of descriptive language, although  
similes seem to be overused in  
describing the characters. There is also 
a lot of repetition in the cave descrip-
tions with the beautiful, glowing blue 
rock. The sentence structure is some-
times hard to follow because of the 
problems with punctuation, however 
there are some good examples of com-
plex construction (It looked like a  
chimney covered with leaves and  
inside of it was Vyse, slowly but surely 
going in. Aika, not knowing what to do, 
quickly followed and soon after, Gilder, 
too, went in.). This piece really needs 
an editing conference to clean up the 
convention errors; if those were fixed it 
would excel at meeting the outcomes. 
 

EXCELLING AT MEETING STANDARDS 
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Sample 9 Grade 6 

Continued on next page 
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Discussion:  This piece has strong content and  
organization, and shows the development of the author’s 
voice. The topic is familiar to most students. The author’s 
attempt to write from the perspective of a grade one  
student is interesting; the age of the character is not  
convincingly sustained throughout, but there is an effort 
to do so. The older brother and sisters offer good advice, 
along with the parents, but May Belle eventually solves 
her own problem, making the story appealing. The  
beginning of the piece gives a lot of detail, not all of 
which is connected directly to the story problem, although 
the author does make the point that the older siblings are 
―more mature‖, which fits with the advice they give her 
about the bullying. The dialogue in this piece is well 
crafted, using natural ―student‖ language, and it helps to 
move the action forward. Word choice is interesting in the 
piece. Some sections are very well done, while others 
have  imprecise descriptions (It was the bell, It was time 
to go in, You‘re the best) Paragraphing skills are not  
applied consistently; the paragraph breaks are there, but 
spacing and indenting are inconsistent. This is a  
formatting issue that could be addressed in an editing 
conference. Punctuation (particularly commas and  
periods) also are used inconsistently and would benefit 
from an editing conference.  
 

EXCELLING AT MEETING STANDARDS 

Rubric qualities: 
-  Content is developed for a specific audience/purpose 
-  Majority of events in the story are connected to the story problem 
-  Integrates ideas from personal experiences and different sources into fictional account (bullying on the playground, how to 
deal with bullies) 
-  Dialogue and action work together to advance the plot 
-  Context and characters are generally developed and sustained throughout the story 
-  Includes descriptive details 
-  Beginning of story establishes context (schoolyard bullying) and problem (what to do about the bully) 
-  Middle develops plots and establishes connections among actions/events 
-  Ending is connected to actions/events and resolves the story problem 
-  Word choice is appropriate for audience (how ‗bout I push you, ‗cause I get sick, really freaked out big time) 
-  Uses descriptive and figurative language to create desired effect (with a sneer on his face, you creepazoid, her lips were  
dripping some sort of orange,) 
-  Uses simple, compound, and complex sentences effectively 
-  Uses a variety of sentence lengths 
-  Voice is evident through organization of ideas (strong use of dialogue and telling the characters‘ thoughts, combined with  
action) and formatting (Bzzzz! Bzzzz!, UURGH!) 
-  Writing evokes a feeling or response in the reader 
-  Uses correct capitalization 
-  Spells most words correctly; errors do not significantly impede meaning 

Sample 9, continued Grade 6 


