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Sample 1 

Discussion:  This piece is written as a legend to explain how 
cats got whiskers. The problem is clearly stated at the very 
beginning: ―This cat had no whiskers‖. The rest of the piece 
explains how the cat got his whiskers. The solution is  
somewhat contrived, but provides a logical conclusion. The 
closing sentence is cleverly crafted (whiskerly ever after). The 
dialogue is missing correct punctuation. It is also  
missing internal commas. There are some parts of the piece 
that show voice, but overall the voice is not well-developed. 
 

APPROACHING STANDARDS 

Rubric qualities: 
-  Content is developed with an audience/purpose in mind 
-  Content includes ―why‖ and ―how‖ actions/events occur (no 
whiskers, got tangled up in string) 
-  Story problem is clearly stated (cat has no whiskers) 
-  Supporting details in dialogue serve to advance the plot 
(owner calls, gets tangled, gets whiskers, everyone else 
wants them) 
-  Writing shows an attempt to integrate ideas from personal 
experiences and different sources into fictional account 
(using the structure of a legend) 
-  Beginning of story establishes story problem 
-  Word choice is appropriate for intended audience 
-  Uses expressive language to create images or effects 
(whiskerly ever after) 
-  Uses a variety of simple, compound, and complex  
sentences 
-  Writing evokes a feeling or response on the part of the 
reader 
-  Uses correct capitalization 
-  Uses correct end punctuation (except in the quotation 
marks) 
-  Uses appropriate prepositions 
- Spells most words correctly; errors do not significantly  
impede meaning 

Grade 5 
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Sample 2 

Discussion: This piece uses an idea from movies (―Freaky 
Friday‖, ―Switching Places‖) to develop the story. Most of the 
events are clear although the ending (when the reader 
learns the bouncing brain and brain transplant were all a 
trick) is a bit hard to follow, and a bit contrived. The dialogue 
does advance the plot well though ―show, not tell‖, but is 
hard to follow because the conventions of punctuation and 
spelling are not consistently applied. There are elements of 
humour in the story (brain falling out, kids running from the 
room), and some development of voice, although it is not 
consistent.  

APPROACHING STANDARDS 

Rubric qualities: 
-  Content is developed with an audience/purpose in mind 
-  Content includes ―why‖ and ―how‖ actions/events occur 
-  Supporting details in dialogue serve to advance the plot 
-  Writing shows an attempt to integrate ideas from personal ex-
periences and different sources into fictional account 
-  Beginning of story establishes context and setting 
-  Middle includes actions/events and details, and follows logical 
sequence 
-  Ending is often contrived, but attempts to resolve the story 
problem 
-  Word choice is appropriate for intended audience 
-  Uses expressive language to create images or effects 
-  Writing evokes a feeling or response on the part of the reader 
-  Uses correct capitalization 
 

Grade 5 



 

31   DRAFT, Sept/08 

Sample 3 

Discussion:  This piece is a simple narrative, but shows good 
detail and plot development. It is well-organized in paragraphs, 
except for the dialogue sections. The dialogue is effective, pro-
viding details and images, and moving the plot forward. How-
ever, the dialogue only appears in the beginning of the story. 
The middle and end of the story are more a list of actions, al-
though there is still good detail in the actions. The ending ex-
tends the action to a somewhat contrived conclusion (eating the 
whole world), and some details are unclear (why the goo turned 
green, and why it ate everything). Word choice is good, and 
there are some clear images (rumble of thunder, lightning shot 
down from the sky, the goo started to shiver and shake just like 
it was alive). There is evidence of developing voice in the piece. 
 

MEETING STANDARDS 

Rubric qualities: 
-  Content is developed with an audience/purpose in mind 
-  Content includes ―why‖ and ―how‖ actions/events occur 
(lightning strikes the goo and it comes alive) 
-  Story problem is clearly stated (goo eats everything) 
-  Supporting details in dialogue serves to advance the plot 
-  Beginning of the story includes context (boys doing chores,  
ordinary day) 
-  Middle includes actions/events and details, and follows logical 
sequence (series of actions) 
-  Ending is often contrived, but attempts to resolve story problem 
-  Word choice is appropriate for intended audience 
-  Uses expressive language to create images or effects (see 
above) 
-  Uses a variety of simple, compound, and complex sentences 
-  Uses varied sentence lengths 
-  Uses some transition words 
-  Writing evokes a feeling or response on the part of the reader 
-  Uses correct capitalization 
-  Uses correct end punctuation and commas 
-  Uses appropriate prepositions 
-  Spells most words correctly; errors do not significantly impede 
meaning 

Grade 5 
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Sample 4 

Discussion:  This piece is an extension of the 
traditional fairy tale. Some details carry  
forward (living in a brick house, wolf blew 
down other house) but introduces a new  
character (Charlie), setting (playing in a 
band), and adds new events (eating Charlie). 
The piece has some good word choice and 
images. The sentence structure is weak, and 
needs some editing. It also needs to be ed-
ited for paragraphs. There are also extra de-
tails; the piece could be tightened up with a 
revision and be made to flow better. However, 
it shows good ideas and certainly demon-
strates good voice. The events are generally 
clear (although the sentence structure is a bit 
confusing) and the ending is clever. 
 

MEETING STANDARDS 

Rubric qualities: 
-  Content is developed with an audience/purpose in mind 
-  Content includes ―why‖ and ―how‖ actions/events occur (Charlie and the wolf want to join the band) 
-  Ideas can be plentiful but not all are significant to the plot (didn‘t want to talk to the wolf because he blew down their 
house, when the pigs finally caught the wolf, pigs just burst out laughing) 
-  Supporting details describe setting (coming out of their brick house, getting in their Corvette) 
-  Beginning of story establishes main and minor characters (three pigs, Charlie, wolf), and setting (playing with a band) 
-  Ending is often contrived, but attempts to resolve story problem (wolf ate Charlie, lived the rest of their lives performing) 
-  Word choice is appropriate for intended audience 
-  Uses expressive language to create images or effects (picture of pork chops in his eyes, came out of the back room lick-
ing his lips, the pigs knew that Charlie was no longer part of the band) 
-  Uses varied sentence lengths (although control over sentence structure is week) 
-  Uses some transition words 
-  Writing evokes a feeling or response on the part of the reader (piece is humourous) 
-  Uses correct capitalization 
-  Uses correct end punctuation and commas 

Grade 5 



 

33   DRAFT, Sept/08 

Sample 5 

Rubric qualities: 
-  Content is developed with an audience/purpose in mind 
-  Content includes ―why‖ and ―how‖ actions/events occur 
-  Story problem is clearly stated 
-  Ideas can be plentiful but not all are significant to the plot 
-  Beginning of story establishes context and story problem 
-  Middle includes actions/events and details, and follows logical sequence 
-  Ending is often contrived, but attempts to resolve story problem 
-  Word choice is appropriate for intended audience 
-  Uses varied sentence lengths 
-  Uses some transition words 
-  Writing evokes a feeling or response on the part of the reader 
-  Uses correct capitalization 
-  Uses correct end punctuation and commas 
-  Uses appropriate prepositions 
-  Spells most words correctly; errors do not significantly impede meaning 

Grade 5 

Discussion:  This piece is a description of a real event, 
extended into a longer story. The garage sale setting is 
familiar to most students; added to that is the accidental 
sale of a prized possession. The beginning sets the 
context, but quickly starts to describe lists of details. 
This pieces contains lots of details, but many are not 
essential to the story (the things being sold, the amount 
of money). Although the reader can empathize with los-
ing a prized possession in the story, the voice is not 
strongly developed. 

MEETING STANDARDS 
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Sample 6 

Discussion:  Although this is set up as a narrative there is no story prob-
lem, and as a result story lacks some direction. The piece is well-
crafted, though. It has good organization in paragraphs (except for the 
dialogue). There is some good descriptive language (it would sparkle 
like a diamond, there was a big hole in the bottom the size of a  
baseball, I put my smile back on my face), and the dialogue and  
descriptions show the author’s voice throughout the piece. The  
attention to detail adds depth to the characters, building a relationship 
between the boy and his grandfather. The ending is contrived, but 
brings the story to a suitable ending and makes sense in the context of 
the story. 

EXCELS AT MEETING STANDARDS 

Rubric qualities: 
-  Content is developed with an audience/purpose in mind 
-  Content includes ―why‖ and ―how‖ actions/events occur 
-  Ideas can be plentiful but not all are significant to the plot 
-  Supporting details describe the characters and setting, and dialogue  
details serve to advance the plot 
-  Writing shows an attempt to integrate ideas from personal  
experiences and different sources into fictional account 
-  Beginning of story establishes context, characters, and setting 
- Middle includes actions/events and details, and follows logical  
sequence 
-  Ending is often contrived 
-  Word choice is appropriate for intended audience 
-  Uses precise vocabulary related to story 
-  Uses expressive language to create images or effects 
-  Uses a variety of simple, compound, and complex sentences 
-  Uses varied sentence lengths 
-  Uses some transition words 

Grade 5 

-  Writing evokes a feeling or response on the part of the reader 
-  Uses correct capitalization 
-  Uses correct end punctuation and commas 
-  Uses appropriate prepositions 
-  Spells most words correctly; errors do not significantly impede meaning 
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Sample 7 

Discussion:  This is a science fiction piece, and requires some 
prior knowledge of the genre to make sense of the story. The 
opening paragraph sets the context for the story (general receiving 
a transmission describing what had just happened), then the mid-
dle switches between ―live action‖ on the planet and the response 
from Mars. This is organized like a TV script, alternating between 
two scenes. The dialogue helps to move the plot forward, although 
the conventions are weak, sometimes making it hard to follow. This 
is true for the spelling, as well. Editing would have made this piece 
easier to read. 

EXCELS AT MEETING STANDARDS 

Rubric qualities: 
--  Content is developed with an audience/purpose in mind 
-  Content includes ―why‖ and ―how‖ actions/events occur (attacked by 
aliens, stranded on Pluto) 
-  Story problem is clearly stated 
-  Supporting details describe the setting, and dialogue details serve to 
advance the plot 
-  Writing shows an attempt to integrate ideas from personal experi-
ences and different sources into fictional account (based on science 
fiction stories) 
-  Beginning of story establishes context, setting, and story problem 
- Middle includes actions/events and details, and follows logical se-
quence 
-  Ending is often contrived (rescued by their colleagues) 
-  Word choice is appropriate for intended audience 
-  Uses precise vocabulary related to story (holographic transmission, 
laser cannon, sonic boom) 
-  Uses expressive language to create images or effects (The Aurora 
goes 100,000,000 times faster than light, Wesley‘s space suit was 
stained red) 

Grade 5 

-  Uses a variety of simple, compound, and complex sentences 
-  Uses varied sentence lengths 
-  Uses some transition words 
-  Writing evokes a feeling or response on the part of the reader 
-  Uses correct end punctuation and commas 
-  Uses appropriate prepositions 


