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Sample 1 

Sample 2 

Discussion:  This is a journal entry that shows good sequencing and 
description. It is technically proficient although the sentence structure 
and word choice are rather basic. Even so, it allows the author’s 
voice to come through. 
 

APPROACHING STANDARDS 

Rubric qualities:  
-  Writing focuses on and maintains topic 
-  Supporting details state setting 
-  Actions/events are reasonably clear but they may not be detailed 
or extended 
-  Beginning of story includes setting (time/place) 
- Word choice is appropriate for intended audience 
-  Uses a variety of simple and compound sentences 
-  Uses some transition words 
-  Voice is evident 
-  Uses capitalization correctly 
-  Spells most words correctly; unfamiliar words are spelled phoneti-
cally 
-  Uses end punctuation correctly 
- Uses commas and apostrophes 
- Errors do not interfere with communication 

Discussion: This piece tells a basic story. It has a strong beginning, 
with an attempt to set up the context and setting. Details are included 
throughout the story to add to the setting (fog, seaweed, clownfish) 
but they do not always directly related to the plot (the clownfish). The 
author has attempted to build suspense in the story by having the 
shark keep coming back, a repetition common in scary stories and 
movies. The author sets the story in Florida (with the ocean, seaweed, 
and a shark) but uses some details that are more specific to Tulita (a 
rifle in the boat, paddling, fog); this is common in Grade 4, when stu-
dents attempt to integrate ideas from different sources into one piece. 
The ending ties things up nicely, solving the problem and reinforcing 
the setting once again. 

APPROACHING STANDARDS 

Rubric qualities: 
-  Writing focuses on and maintains a topic 
-  Story problem is clearly stated 
-  Includes ideas from other sources into fictional account 
-  Supporting details state setting 
-  Actions/events are reasonably clear but they may not be detailed or 
extended 
-  Beginning of story includes context (typically stated) and states  
setting 
-  Ending is often contrived but is connected to actions/events 
-  Word choice is appropriate for intended audience 
-  Uses expressive language (thick as soup, forest of seaweed, saved 
the day) 
-  Uses some transition words (but, always, now) 
-  Voice is evident 
-  Spells most words correctly; unfamiliar words are spelled \honeti-
cally 

Grade 4 
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Sample 3 

Discussion:  This piece shows an effort to set 
up a fictional narrative using animals as the 
main characters. The beginning sets the con-
text (how the dog and fox came to be together) 
and provides some details about the charac-
ters. The middle of the story is a sequence of 
actions (all dealing with escaping threats); the 
bear sequence seems to have been extended 
to add more action or length to the story. This 
is common in Grade 4, as students want to 
have a longer ―middle‖ portion in their stories, 
but have run out of plot ideas. The piece is well 
organized in paragraphs to begin with, but as 
the actions become repetitive the paragraphing 
disappears. The ending is a bit contrived, but is 
consistent with the context for the story. 
 

APPROACHING STANDARDS 

Rubric qualities: 
-  Writing focuses on and maintains a topic 
-  Supporting details state characteristics (red 
and white fox, pack of wolves, alpha male) 
-  Actions/events are reasonably clear but they 
may not be detailed or extended (extended as 
a repetitive idea with the bears chasing them) 
-  Beginning of story includes context and  
setting 
- Middle includes actions/events and details, 
and follows logical sequence (chase sequence) 
-  Ending is often contrived, but is connected to 
actions/events (an abandoned barn yard in the 
bush where the two animals can live) 
-  Word choice is appropriate for intended  
audience 
-  Uses precise vocabulary related to story 
(alpha male, feed his pack, abandoned barn 
yard) 
-  Uses a variety of simple and compound  
sentences 
-  Uses capitalization correctly 
-  Uses end punctuation correctly 
-  Errors do not interfere with communication 

Grade 4 



 

24   DRAFT, Sept/08 

Sample 4 

Discussion:  This is a first draft and a revision (a first revision, which may mean that the author intends to do some more work 
on it). The names at the bottom of the first draft likely indicate peer conferencing partners. The revised draft is definitively 
more interesting and engaging than the first, which shows a good revision process. The story is based on familiar characters, 
with a twist similar to Fractured Fairy Tales. The author has created a strong beginning with details and descriptions; the first 
paragraph sets the context and the second establishes the setting and story problem. The middle and end of the story are all 
combined into one lengthy paragraph. This is common in Grade 4 writing, as description and detail often are strongest in the 
beginning. The author uses repetition of the ―ginger‖ theme (gingerbread house, a dog named Ginger, watching Ginger-
vision) to create a humourous effect. The ending is funny and effective, making the piece fun to read. 

MEETING STANDARDS 

Rubric qualities: 
-  Writing focuses on and maintains a topic 
-  Story problem is clearly stated (gingerbread boy is lost) 
-  Includes ideas from other sources into fictional account (details from fairy tale) 
-  Supporting details state setting 
-  Actions/events are reasonably clear but they may not be detailed or extended 
-  Beginning of story includes context, characters, setting, and story problem 
-  Middle includes actions/events and details, and follows logical sequence 
-  Ending is often contrived but is connected to actions/events 
-  Word choice is appropriate for intended audience 
-  Uses a variety of simple and compound sentences 
-  Uses some transition words 
-  Voice is evident 
-  Uses capitalization correctly 
-  Spells most words correctly; unfamiliar words are spelled phonetically 
-  Uses end punctuation correctly 
-  Uses commas 
-  Errors do not interfere with communication 

Grade 4 
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Sample 5 

Discussion: Although this piece is short and has some 
noticeable convention errors, it has strong content and 
organization. It uses a traditional title (―The Case 
of…‖) and accurately follows the pattern of a mystery 
story. Although the clues are a bit contrived and the 
piece of plastic is not clearly tied to the developing plot 
(unless we assume that the dog is chewing on the 
Gameboy), the focus is generally well-sustained 
through the piece. The author has managed to turn an 
everyday event into a very engaging story. 
 

MEETING STANDARDS 

Rubric qualities:   
-  Writing focuses on and maintains topic 
-  Story problem is clearly stated 
- Includes ideas from other sources into fictional 
account (mystery stories) 
-  Supporting details state setting (one freezing cold 
winter day) 
-  Beginning of story includes characters (author, 
Matthew, Fraser, Joel), setting (freezing cold winter 
day, at home), and story problem (lost Gameboy) 
-  Middle includes actions/events and details 
(searched the house, found dog hair, had a little 
bite to eat, found piece of plastic, look under the 
bed…) and follows logical sequence (clue 1, clue 2, 
case solved) 
-  Ending is often contrived , but is connected to 
actions/events 
-  Word choice is appropriate for intended audience 
-  Uses precise vocabulary related to story 
(detective stories: searched high and low, contin-
ued the search, clues, case solved) 
-  Uses a variety of simple and compound sen-
tences 
-  Uses some transition words (then, when, but 
then, about an hour later) 
- Voice is evident  
-  Writing evokes a feeling or response in the 
reader (curiosity) 
-  Uses capitalization correctly 
-  Spells most words correctly; unfamiliar words are 
spelled phonetically 
-  Uses end punctuation correctly 
-  Uses quotation marks (in dialogue) and commas 
(in name list) 
-  Errors do not interfere with communication. 
 

Grade 4 
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Sample 6 

Discussion: This is a longer story, which means the author has 
to work harder to maintain focus on the topic. The is one slip 
in maintaining the 3rd person storyteller, but in a piece of this 
length, that is not significant. The beginning sets up the con-
text; the description of the contest and what Billy and Susan 
did is an example of adding lots of detail and information to 
the piece without really adding to the story itself. Often stu-
dents in elementary grades confuse the purpose of detail and 
description in narrative, adding extra pieces to a story simply 
for the sake of having more descriptions rather than for adding 
depth to the critical parts of the story. They may also skip over 
areas that could use some description in their haste to get to 
the action of the piece. The middle of the story does tend to 
jump from action to action but is still fairly easy to follow. Put-
ting the detail about the ray gun into the middle of the story, 
for use at the end, shows good planning. Sentence structure 
shows an effort to give a sense of voice, using pauses (The 
winner is…, ...an evil side actually just all evil), although the 
author doesn’t have the punctuation to show this clearly. The 
notion of the children being the heroes and saving the world is 
likely incorporated from popular movies and other text forms. 

 
EXCELLING AT MEETING STANDARDS 

Rubric qualities:   
-  Writing focuses on and maintains a topic 
-  Story problem is clearly stated (evil-brained robot escapes 
and threatens the city) 
-  Includes ideas from other sources into fictional account 
(winning a contest, kids saving the world) 
-  Supporting details state setting; dialogue may be confusing 
to the reader (quotation marks help, and the dialogue is  
attributed to speakers, which helps to make it clearer) 
-  Actions/events are reasonably clear but they may not be de-
tailed or extended (beginning and ending having extended de-
tails, middle is more action-oriented) 
-  Ending is often contrived (having the two children save the 
world) but is connected to actions and events 
-  Word choice is appropriate for intended audience 
-  Uses precise vocabulary related to story (laboratory, force, 
robot) 
-  Uses a variety of simple and compound sentences 
-  Voice is evident 
-  Writing evokes a feeling or response in the reader 
-  Uses capitalization correctly 
-  Spells most words correctly; unfamiliar words are spelled 
phonetically 
-  Uses end punctuation correctly 
-  Uses quotation marks (without internal punctuation or para-
graphing) 
-  Errors do not interfere with communication (but editing would 
certainly help the clarity) 
 

Grade 4 
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Sample 7 

Discussion:  This is a legend and follows the pattern (problem, 
solution, explanation of a natural phenomenon); the actions in 
the story are well-planned and follow a logical sequence. The 
story incorporates real information (beaver lodges, getting 
food, hibernation) with elements of legends (talking animals, 
helpful community) to create a new text. The beginning is care-
fully crafted (Long ago, when animals could talk…) to establish 
the context. The problem comes well into the middle of the 
story, and then is quickly resolved. The structure works well, 
though, and the piece is engaging. The conversations help to 
advance the plot by showing the passage of time and setting 
up the cooperative community. The ending adds the detail of 
passing the story down through the family, which enhances the 
piece. There are some issues with tense (moving between pre-
sent and past) and some with sentence structure control (a few 
fragments), but given the length of the piece, these aren’t sig-
nificant. 
 

EXCELLING AT MEETING STANDARDS 

Rubric qualities: 
-  Writing focuses on and maintains a topic 
-  Story problem is clearly stated 
-  Supporting details state characteristics (busy beavers, talk-
ing animals) and setting (falling, rebuilding lodge) 
-  Actions/ events are reasonably clear 
-  Beginning of story includes context (getting ready for winter), 
characters (talking animals, specifically the beaver family), and 
setting (long ago, in the bush) 
- Middle includes action/events and details, and follows logical 
sequence (also includes story problem) 
-  Ending is often contrived, but is connected to actions/events  
-  Word choice is appropriate for intended audience  
-  Uses precise vocabulary related to the story (lodge, hiber-
nate, food supply, berries and grubs) 
-  Uses expressive language (Timber!, commotion, dead of 
winter, chomped and chomped) 
-  Voice is evident 
-  Uses different sizes of print (upper case to show intensity) 
and punctuation (exclamation marks) 
-  Uses capitalization correctly 
-  Spells most words correctly 
-  Uses end punctuation correctly 
-  Uses quotation marks (and some internal punctuation and 
related paragraphing) 
-  Errors do not interfere with communication 

Grade 4 


