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Sample 1 

Sample 2 

Discussion: This piece is a first draft. It shows a clearly defined plot, with a 
beginning, middle, and end. The beginning sets the context, the middle 
provides some action, and the end, though brief, finishes the story  
logically. There are some details (rustling leaves, mom taking a bath, dad 
getting a drink) that add depth to the story. The spelling (hered, leves,  
rusling), punctuation, and grammar (brung the snake) errors are  
noticeable, but the piece is still readable. The word choice and sentence 
structure allow the author’s voice to come through. 

APPROACHING STANDARDS 

Rubric qualities: 
-  Writing focuses on a topic 
-  Uses connections to personal knowledge and experiences to develop a 
fictional account (mother‘s reaction to snake in bathtub) 
-  Story events are predictable 
-  Beginning of story establishes context 
-  Middle includes actions/events and details, and follows a logical  
sequence (coherence may falter occasionally—why did the kids bring the 
snake home in the first place?) 
-  Ending may be predictable and/or contrived, but is connected to ac-
tions/events 
-  Word choice is appropriate for intended audience 
-  Uses a variety of simple and compound sentences (Mom was going to 
take a bath when she found the snake, When dad saw the snake he told 
the kids to put it in the pond) 
- Voice is evident 
-  Uses capitalization correctly 
 

Discussion:  This is a good example of using other text experiences to 
develop a piece of writing. The beginning has some structural errors, but 
is understandable. The events follow a logical sequence but are quite  
predictable. They are presented as statements, in simple sentences. The 
basic word choice and sentence patterns (most sentences start with either 
‘they‘ or ‘she‘) do not allow the reader to hear the author’s voice in this 
piece. The piece is technically good (it has good structure, good  
conventions, and some simple details) but does not particularly engage 
the audience. 

APPROACHING STANDARDS 

Rubric qualities: 
-  Writing focuses on a topic 
-  Story problem is clearly stated 
-  Includes descriptive details that are predictable (played tag and wrestled 
with each other, felt alone and scared) 
-  Story events are predictable 
-  Beginning of story establishes context, characters, setting, problem 
-  Middle includes actions/events and details, and follows logical sequence 
-  Ending may be predictable and/or contrived, but is connected to actions/
events 
-  Word choice is appropriate for intended audience (some confusion around 
how to use ‗but‘) 
-  Uses a variety of simple and some compound sentences (better variety in 
the beginning section) 
-  Uses capitalization correctly 
-  Spells most high-frequency words correctly 
-  Uses end punctuation correctly (only periods) 
-  Errors do not interfere with communication 

Grade 3 
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Sample 3 

Discussion:  Although this piece is written 
in a story format, it is really more of a 
description of an event. There are lots of  
details, but they are recited in a list. This 
would be an opportunity for a conference 
or mini-lesson around the idea of 
―showing not telling‖ the details, to make 
the piece more interesting to the reader. 
The writing is technically good, but is 
very basic in its development (beginning, 
middle and end; list of events; list of  
details). The organization, sentence  
fluency, and conventions are strong, but 
the content and voice and weak.  
Although the word choice is specific to 
the topic, it does not really bring life to 
the piece. 
 

APPROACHING STANDARDS 

Rubric qualities: 
-  Writing focuses on topic 
-  Includes descriptive details 
-  Beginning of story establishes  
characters, setting 
- Middle includes actions/events and  
details, and follows logical sequence 
-  Ending may be predictable and/or  
contrived, but is connected to actions/
events 
-  Word choice is appropriate for intended 
audience 
-  Uses precise vocabulary related to story 
(sea turtles, coral, lion fish, tiger fish, red 
coral grouper) 
-  Uses a variety of simple and some  
compound sentences 
-  Spells most high-frequency words  
correctly; unfamiliar words are spelled 
phonetically 
-  Uses end punctuation correctly (periods 
only) 

Grade 3 
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Sample 4 

Discussion:  This sample shows the development of a story 
around prior text experiences. It also shows some integration 
of other concepts (camouflaging, a higher deity, destroying 
nature). The story has a strong beginning with significant de-
tails (the fairy lived in a rose) that are referred to later. The 
middle section has some actions that are not clear (the girl 
coming back tomorrow, but then picking the flower, the fairy 
yelling until her lungs were sore), but in general they follow a 
logical sequence. The ending neatly solves the problem and 
delivers a lesson at the same time. This sample also shows 
more control with quotation marks, making the dialogue much 
easier to read. 

MEETING STANDARDS 

Rubric qualities: 
-  Writing focuses on a topic 
-  Uses connections to personal knowledge and experiences to 
develop a fictional account 
-  Includes descriptive details; descriptions may be stereotypical 
(shiny beautiful wings, beautiful white flower gown, beautiful 
rose castle) 
-  Beginning of story establishes characters 
-  Middle includes actions/events and details, and follows a logi-
cal sequence (coherence does falter occasionally) 
-  Ending may be predictable and/or contrived, but is connected 
to actions/events 
- Word choice is appropriate for intended audience 
-  Uses precise vocabulary related to story (camouflaged, 
megaphone, destroying, nature) 
-  Uses a variety of simple and some compound sentences 
-  Uses some transition words (But one day, The next day) 
-  Voice is evident 
-  Uses capitalization correctly 
-  Uses end punctuation correctly 

Sample 5 Description:  This is written as a legend and follows the form of 
that genre (problem, solution, explanation of a natural  
phenomenon); it also incorporates the moral component of a fable. 
The details have an inconsistency (the toucan started as white, but 
is later grey before he gets his colours), but other than that, the 
piece flows well. The sentence structure and word choice (when 
Toucan told him his problem he knew just what to do; his favourite 
colour red; the birds were astonished) bring out the author’s voice. 

 
MEETING STANDARDS 

Rubric qualities: 
-  Writing focuses on topic 
-  Story problem is clearly stated 
-  Includes description that may be stereotypical/predictable 
-  Beginning of story establishes context, characters, story problem 
-  Middle includes actions/events and details, and follows logical 
sequence (coherence falters with colour) 
-  Ending may be predictable and/or contrived but is connected to 
actions/events 
-  Word choice is appropriate for intended audience 
-  Uses a variety of simple and compound sentences 
-  Uses some transition words 
-  Voice is evident 
-  Uses capitalization correctly 
-  Uses end punctuation correctly 
-  Errors do not interfere with communication 

Grade 3 
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Sample 6 

Discussion:  This sample shows a planning 
web and draft of story. The author has 
listed ideas for the story on the web, al-
though there is no particular organization 
evident. Not all the ideas in the web were 
used, showing some revision from the plan-
ning to the drafting stage. The story in-
cludes extra information that does not really 
add to the story, even though it is on topic 
(not having fishing gear and being promised 
it for his birthday). This piece offers a good  
opportunity for a conference on narrowing 
the topic, and getting to the big idea to be 
shared. There are good descriptive 
phrases, and even though sentence control 
is not well-established (fragments and run-
ons, and repetitions) the author’s voice 
comes through clearly. An effort to use  
quotation marks shows development of this 
skill, even though they are used incorrectly.  
 

MEETING STANDARDS 

Rubric qualities: 
-  Writing focuses on a topic 
-  Uses connections to personal knowledge 
and experiences to develop a fictional  
account (trout lines, powerbait, calm water) 
-  Includes descriptive details (boilly hot 
day, absolutely astonished, bit the bait,  
flopping jumping everywhere) 
-  Beginning of story establishes context, 
characters, setting 
-  Middle includes actions/events and  
details, and follows logical sequence 
-  Ending is connected to actions/events 
-  Word choice is appropriate for intended 
audience 
-  Uses precise vocabulary related to story 
(equipment, rod, bait, reeled) 
-  Uses some expressive language to cre-
ate images (adjectives, adverbs, simile) 
-  Uses some transition words (on the boy‘s 
birthday; suddenly) 
-  Voice is evident 
-  Uses a variety of simple and some com-
pound sentences (even though control is 
not well developed and punctuation is  
missing, there is evidence of variety) 
- Writing creates a tone that reflects  
feelings/emotions consistent with story/
characters (different sizes of print –
Whoosh!) 
-  Uses capitalization correctly 
-  Spells most high-frequency words  
correctly; unfamiliar words are spelled  
phonetically 

Grade 3 
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Sample 7 

Discussion: The piece uses a repetitive  
pattern to build the story. There is no real 
story problem; it is a sequence of events. The 
repetitive nature helps to keep the piece  
interesting. The story starts with strong word 
choice and good descriptions; in the middle, 
the descriptions taper off as the story line  
becomes more repetitive. The ending ties up 
the story nicely. The word choice and  
sentence structure work together to make the 
piece engage the reader. 
 

MEETING STANDARDS 

Rubric qualities: 
-  Writing focuses on a topic 
-  Uses connections to personal knowledge 
and experiences to develop a fictional account 
-  Includes descriptive details; descriptions 
may be stereotypical/predictable 
-  Story events are predictable 
-  Beginning of story establishes context and 
main character 
-  Middle includes actions/events and details, 
and follows logical sequence 
- Ending may be predictable and/or contrived, 
but is connected to actions/events 
-  Word choice is appropriate for intended au-
dience 
-  Uses some expressive language to create 
images (brown with a white diamond, a valley 
of fresh green grass) 
-  Uses precise vocabulary related to the story 
-  Uses a variety of simple and some com-
pound sentences 
-  Uses some transition words (one day, along 
the trail they went, it was getting late) 
-  Voice is evident 
-  Uses capitalization correctly 
-  Spells most high-frequency words correctly; 
unfamiliar words are spelled phonetically 
-  Uses end punctuation correctly 
-  Errors do not interfere with communication 

Grade 3 
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Sample 8 

Discussion:  This an adaptation of a familiar story into a 
script (either for readers’ theatre or a drama presenta-
tion); the story is quite neatly summarized, with a good 
balance between dialogue and narration. The author has 
the wolf ―think out loud‖ to show details, rather than just 
having the narrator tell them. This makes the piece more 
interesting and engages the audience.  
 

MEETING STANDARDS 

Rubric qualities: 
-  Writing focuses on a topic 
-  Story problem is clearly stated (wolf wants cookies) 
-  Uses connections to personal knowledge and experi-
ences to develop a fictional account 
-  Includes descriptive details 
-  Story events are predictable 
-  Beginning of story establishes context, characters, story 
problem 
-  Middles includes actions/events and details, and follows 
logical sequence, although coherence may falter occa-
sionally (―There she is now so I can can get right at it I 
wonder‖) 
-  Ending may be predictable and/or contrived, but is con-
nected to actions/events 
-  Word choice is appropriate for intended audience 
-  Uses a variety of simple and some compound sen-
tences 
-  Uses some transition words (finally, soon) 
-  Voice is evident 

-  Uses capitalization correctly 
-  Spells most high frequency words correctly; unfamiliar words are spelled phonetically 
-  Uses end punctuation correctly 
-  Errors do not interfere with communication 

Grade 3 
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Sample 9 

First draft discussion:  This piece also uses a repetitive 
pattern to build the story. It has strong descriptive  
language and the sentence structure is quite  
sophisticated. The author starts out using quotation 
marks but they disappear early in the piece. This might 
indicate that the author is concentrating more on  
getting the ideas down than on the conventions. Dia-
logue in this piece moves the action forward, showing 
rather than telling it.  

Grade 3 
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Sample 8,cont’d 

Final draft discussion:  Correct formatting on dialogue 
makes the piece easier to read and makes the repetitive 
pattern more evident. There is no evidence of revision in 
this piece, only editing. 
 

EXCELLING AT MEETING STANDARDS 

Rubric qualities: 
-  Writing focuses on a topic 
-  Story problem is clearly stated 
-  Uses connections to personal knowledge and experi-
ences to develop a fictional account (school setting, 
classrooms, friends, and teachers) 
-  Includes descriptive details 
-  Beginning of story establishes context, characters, set-
ting, and story problem 
-  Middle includes actions/events and details, and follows 
logical sequence 
-  Ending may be predictable or contrived, but is con-
nected to actions/events 
-  Word choice is appropriate for intended audience 
-  Uses some expressive language to create images 
(jumped, pranced, danced, fiddled) 
-  Uses a variety of simple and some compound sen-
tences 
-  Uses some transition words 
-  Uses a variety of simple and some compound sen-
tences 
-  Voice is evident 
-  Writing creates a tone that reflects feelings/emotions 
consistent with the story/characters; uses repetition of 
important phrases (catch me if you can, the grade 2‘s 
and 3‘s were chasing him), different sizes of print (GET 
HIM!), and punctuation (exclamation marks) 
-  Uses capitalization correctly 
-  Spells most high-frequency words correctly; unfamiliar 
words are spelled phonetically 
-  Uses end punctuation correctly 
-  Errors do not interfere with communication 

Grade 3 


